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Welcome to the
2018 edition of
Seaview magazine
This year has seen many changes taking place
on the New Forest coastline, including further
cliff falls near to Barton on Sea, temporarily
stopping access along the beach.
On a positive note, however, nearly 10
tonnes of WW2 metalwork has been removed
at Hordle, enabling safer swimming, and the
new concrete beach huts at Milford on Sea
have also been completed.
The coastal team have undertaken groyne
replacement work at Calshot, and are also
busy planning the first stages of a possible
interim recharge of beach material at Hurst
Spit.
We also have some exciting new
technology we are trialling on the coast, and
step back in time to read about historical salt
workings at Keyhaven.
Elsewhere in the magazine, you can find
out about the Marine Conservation Society‘s
great British beach clean, and how nurdles are
washing up on our shoreline.
We hope you enjoy this year’s edition of
Seaview.

General
Housekeeping
As beach huts are exposed to the elements,
it is important that they are well maintained,
to protect from sun, rain, wind and sea. Well
maintained huts add to the overall appeal of our
coastline.
Please help us to help you, by keeping your hut
secure and well maintained, thereby complying with
your license agreement. We will make contact with
owners whose huts are in a poor state of repair, and
we will follow up where there has been a breach
of license conditions, for example with regard to
subletting a hut.
Beach hut owners should ensure that they have
good security in place. Padlocks and door brackets
should be robust. Occasionally, it may be necessary for
us to contact owners quickly, so please ensure we have
your complete and up to date contact details, you can
do this by emailing coastal.team@nfdc.gov.uk.
It is important that we are kept informed if and
when an owner decides to sell their beach hut, please
use Appendix 1 in your license agreement to notify us
of a change in ownership.
Finally, barbecues are permitted, but please
extinguish thoroughly after use and dispose of in the
litter bins provided.
Bonfires are not permitted on the beach.
Your coastal management team are:
Steve Cook
Coastal and Public Facilities Service Manager
Pete Ferguson
Coastal Projects Engineer
Lauren Burt
Graduate Coastal Engineer
Catherine Eastick
Coastal GIS Analyst and support
Judith Lacey
Coastal Administrator
Roy Plummer and Steve Wood
Keyhaven River Wardens
You can contact the team using the email:
coastal.team@nfdc.gov.uk and
keyhavenriverwarden@nfdc.gov.uk

This magazine can be made
available in large print, Braille, an
alternative language or on audio
tape on request.
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Metal work
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You may have seen in previous editions of Seaview
magazine, that we have WWII metal scaffold defences
buried in the beach between Hordle and Milford on Sea.
Over time these defences have
deteriorated and rusted, and prove
to be a dangerous hazard for
swimmers and beach users. We are
now pleased to report that work
to remove the Hordle Admiralty
Scaffolding has been completed.
Work took place during two
phases in March and April 2017.
These phases coincided with good
spring tidal windows to allow
access to the metal scaffolding at
low tide. The contractors worked
19 tides in total, equivalent to
more than 500 man hours.
The area covered by the
excavators was equivalent to just
over 2.5 football pitches in size.
This area extended to include
all known locations of metal
scaffolding, with beach material
excavated, sieved and sorted to
find and remove the metal. The
final amount of metal scaffolding
removed was almost 10 tonnes.
By removing the hazardous metal
scaffolding, safety for beach users
has now been improved.
However, despite the extensive
removal works, there is still a small
risk that metal may remain buried
beyond the extent of the area
covered. Beach users are therefore
still encouraged to take care and
report the location of any metal
scaffolding to us if it becomes
exposed in the future.
Not only was metal scaffolding
removed – a total of 8 mortar
shells were discovered during the
works, prompting attendance
from the Coastguard and the
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team.
The removal operation was also
overseen by local archaeologists.
The project was completed
earlier than expected due to
excellent tidal and weather
conditions for each phase.
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New Forest Beach Hut Owners’ Association

Chairman’s Annual Report
The major success of 2017 was undoubtedly the
completion and hand over of the huts at Milford on
Sea, built to replace those damaged in the storm of
2014. After 3 years owners were able to take over
their huts in the early part of the season and enjoy our
weather-variable English summer. Not only the huts,
but the beach scape as a whole, received a complete
make-over to much local and national acclaim.
As an association we were
determined to celebrate this
important milestone, and
although the weather did
its best to thwart us with
driving rain and lashing
wind, the Milford open new
hut day on the 3 September
went ahead as planned.
Plucky hut owners at Milford
braved the completely
unseasonable weather and
opened their huts to visitors,
whilst the village butcher
adapted his original plans to
provide a welcome hot dish
of the day. No one can say
that owning a beach hut is
dull!
Not to be so celebrated
have been the occurrences
of crime on our other
beaches. Though not as
severe as in 2016, these
incidents are nonetheless
distressing to our members.
All agencies do their best
to combat these events.
Communication, general
awareness and observation
are key to controlling these
episodes, so we continue
to ask members to inform
the Police, Council and
Association if they see
things amiss. Knowing your
hut neighbour’s contact
details is also helpful when
speedy communication is
required. Owning a beach
hut inevitably carries a
risk, and threats can come
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from natural or man-made
sources at any time. One
of the Association’s aims is
to minimise these risks by
joining together and sharing
knowledge, experiences
and solutions when we
can. As Chairman of the
NFBHOA this year I have had
a number of exchanges with
other Association Chairmen
across the country, and
have found this sharing of
information and resources
on a wider scale useful too.
There are many issues that
we share with those who
have beach huts from East
Anglia to Devon, and it is
helpful at times to share
expertise with Associations
around the country.
At our Annual General
Meeting in April 2017,
we said goodbye to two
members of our committee
who have brought such
expertise to our Hampshire
Association. Mary Bonar has
been the representative for
Barton on Sea since 2015 and
brought her legal experience
to the aid of the committee’s
work. Brian Giles has for
many years supported the
Association in numerous
ways, but retired from the
committee due to relocating
to Oxfordshire. Our thanks
go to Mary and Brian for
their dedicated work. We
were very fortunate that at

our AGM Jan Wise agreed to
replace Brian for Hordle Cliff
and Lesley Monaghan took
over from Mary for Barton.
For the first time in some
years, we moved our
Association’s AGM to
the community centre in
Lyndhurst as a more centrally
located venue between
our four beaches. As this
proved successful we are
to hold our 2018 meeting
there too on Tuesday 24
April. This year we hope to
have representatives from
insurance companies and
hut maintenance businesses
in attendance, particularly
during our meet and greet
session with refreshments
from 7pm. All members
of the Association are
welcome to this annual get
together. Our membership
year runs from the start
of April but we are always
happy to welcome new
members at any time. Our
application and renewal
form is downloadable
via the membership tab
on our website www.
newforestbeachhuts.com.
The benefits of membership
are listed on our website
which aims to give an insight
into owning a beach hut and
the work of the Association.
Membership also provides
access to the secure
“members only” website
section.
Whatever 2018 brings, I
hope you are able to enjoy
the rewards of owning a hut
on one of our beautiful New
Forest beaches.
With best wishes
Shirley Taylor
Chairman
New Forest Beach Hut
Owners’ Association
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Accessible for families
The newly replaced public
conveniences at Bath Road
Lymington have now
been completed.

We were named one of “Hadley’s
Heroes” for the new toilets and
accessible changing rooms being
created at Bath Road, with a similar
project also being undertaken at
New Milton.
Not only do the new
conveniences include many eco
friendly and energy efficient
features such as LED lighting, heat
exchanger units and energy efficient
hand wash and dryer units, they
also benefit from more accessible
facilities, including a dedicated
changing facility with a ceiling hoist
and adjustable changing bed.
The new facilities will make
a huge difference to the lives of
families and carers looking after
children or adults with mobility
issues.

Castle repairs

Hurst Castle has guarded the western
Solent since the 1540s. It was expanded
in the 1860s and the castle played an
important defensive role in the World
Wars.

However, many of the structures on the roof were
built in haste and were not designed to last. They
have also had to face extreme weather conditions.

English Heritage are working on the east and
west wings, on structures including Victorian
lookout posts, Edwardian searchlight positions and
wartime gun emplacements. They are also dealing
with deteriorating concrete, flaking brickwork and
corroded steel as well as renewing the asphalt surfaces
over the roofs to keep rainwater out of the rooms
below. Work should be complete by late October
2017, and the castle will still be open to visitors.
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Summer colour
Our project to replace 119 beach huts
and improve the seafront at Milford
on Sea has been completed.

Our deputy chief executive Colin Read presented the first beach
hut key to hut owner Colin Holdsworth of the New Forest Beach
Hut Owners’ Association on Tuesday 16 May.
Colin Read said “I am delighted to be welcoming the beach hut
owners and the public back to Milford beach over the next few weeks
to enjoy what we all hope will be a beautiful summer in this gorgeous
location. I am proud that the council has been able to make the best of
the unexpected opportunity to improve Milford’s seafront for everyone.
I am sure the improvements will encourage more visitors and benefit the
village and the New Forest coast as a whole”.
He continued “It is a particular pleasure to hand the keys to
Colin Holdsworth. As the representative of the Milford Beach Hut
Owners Association on our project board, Colin has made a significant
contribution to the vision for the seafront, along with Milford Parish
Council”.

THE SCHEME
After the original 1960s terraced
concrete huts were severely
damaged in a huge storm on
Valentine’s Day 2014, we agreed
to replace the beach huts and also
use the opportunity to improve
Milford’s seafront.
The new beach huts have been
built in the same location along
the top of the beach as the old
huts but occupy a slightly smaller
footprint, providing improved
views of the Isle of Wight from
around the Needles Eye Café. They
are constructed of concrete in
four terraces and set back into the
upper promenade to reduce their
exposure to the elements. Larger
gaps between the terraces allow
for better access to the beach. The
promenade in front of the huts has
been widened, improving access
along the lower promenade.
A walkway with handrails
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has been installed along the
tops of the beach huts, with
bridges connecting terrace 1 and
2, enabling pedestrians to walk
the full length and enjoy the
spectacular Solent views from an
elevated position. Steps up to the
rooftop walkway from the rear
upper promenade double as extra
seating for visitors.
A galvanised steel ramp now
curves around the World War II
pillbox at the western end of the
site and concrete ramps have been
installed to give wheelchair users
and pushchairs access to both
promenades.
To encourage children to
interact and explore the beach
huts, small unique nautical
silhouettes have been discreetly
located within the concrete panels,
encouraging a spirit of discovery
and adventure.
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The new bridge connecting the terraces

moulded concrete artwork

Did you know:
• Concrete Society
Awards Winner
• Each concrete C section
weighs 8.5t
• Each graphic concrete
front panel weighs
1.2t
• The internal partition wall weighs
112kg
• There are 79 pre-cast concrete
step units
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Aerial photography
The Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) is an exciting new concept
which we will be using on the coast. It is a fixed wing aircraft, which
effectively looks like a model aeroplane with a wingspan of around
80cm and a weight of approximately 2.7kg. It is controlled using a
computer by a pilot on the ground and is flown at 400 feet. While
it is airborne, the UAV will take photos of the beach, and these
individual photos are combined and used to produce a surface
model. When used on the coast, the derived surface model can then
be used to calculate beach volumes and produce cross sections to
enable our coastal engineers to make decisions about future beach
management.

The Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

Vandalism
Sadly, once again, numerous
beach huts at Barton on Sea
and Hordle Cliff have been the
subject of wanton vandalism.
It is unclear what the motive
is, as items in huts were not
always stolen, but it has left a
considerable amount of damage
and caused distress to owners,
many of whom have been
targeted on at least more than
one occasion.
We continue to work
together with the police and the
beach hut owners association,
to finding a possible long term
solution to the problem. We
undertake an early morning
weekly inspection of all huts
at Barton, to check for any
potential problems, which can
then be reported to the police
and hut owners as soon as
possible.
Please help us to help you,
by not storing valuables in your
hut, keeping your hut secured,
and in a good state of repair. It
is important to be prudent and
maintain good safety checks to
your hut at regular intervals,
especially when not in use.

DOGGY REMINDERS
We don’t have any restrictions on dogs
on our beaches in the New Forest, and
owners are free to walk and enjoy the
coast with their animals.
Our dog wardens can regularly be seen making
visits to the coastal areas reminding people to
clean up after their dogs, and they are happy
to report that the majority of people do take
this responsibility seriously.
Dog mess on the beach is not only
unpleasant, but also potentially harmful, so
please don’t let your enjoyment of our lovely
beaches spoil someone else’s, but set a good
example to others by always cleaning up
after your dog. Our litter bins are designed to
take dog waste as well as other litter.
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CLIFF FALLS

SEAVIEW

Unfortunately, coastal erosion
has now led to the loss of
sections of the Right of Way
between Barton-on-Sea &
Hordle Cliffs.

There is no longer a ‘Right of
Way’ along the cliff top. Public access
is now provided by landowners on
a Permissive Basis. It is likely that
erosion will be ongoing in this
area, leading to future temporary
permissive path closures for public
safety reasons.
Back in June 2017 a substantial
section of cliff fell just east of
Barton-on-Sea, along the section of
coast towards Milford-on-Sea. The
cliffs remained unstable following
the cliff fall and as a result the clifftop path and lower beach area had
to be closed.
Since June NFDC has worked
collaboratively with Hampshire
County Council Access Team &
local land owners to improve safe
access by adjusting fence lines to
allow realignment of the route and
installing ‘dragon’s teeth’ along
certain sections in order to guide
the route landwards, away from
the cliff edge. Walkers should still
proceed with caution as the cliff is
still unstable and there is always the
potential for further cliff falls.
Work is now underway to create
a new and permanent right of public
access along the English Coastline,
including this stretch between
Barton-on-Sea and Milford-on-Sea.
The England Coast Path project is
being led by Natural England, with
support from Hampshire County
Council Access Team, the New Forest
National Park Authority, New Forest
District Council, local landowners
and local Town and Parish Councils.
For further information
nationaltrail.co.uk/england-coastpath
gov.uk/government/publications/
england-coast-path-overview-ofprogress
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Shaping
the future
SEAVIEW

New Forest coastal
engineers are beginning to
plan the first major top up
of shingle to Hurst Spit
since 1996
SHIELDING THE SOLENT
Hurst Spit formed about 7,500
years ago and has been changing
ever since. The coastal team
manages the erosion that the
sea causes to the Spit to ensure
it continues to provide excellent
protection to an extensive low
lying area from storm waves. It
also shelters an important nature
reserve, with several international
designations.
In 1996, a major top up scheme
was undertaken, which consisted
of placement of large rocks and
shingle onto the Spit.
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BEACH MANAGEMENT PLAN
Although the Spit now protects
the Western Solent from the most
severe storms, it still needs to be
maintained if it is to continue to
provide protection. A 50 year plan
has therefore been developed to
ensure its future maintenance.
This includes taking shingle from
the north end of the Spit and
regular trimming from the top of
the Spit and tidal area.
2014 STORMS
During the winter of 2013/14
the southern coast of England
was exposed to an unusual and

prolonged combination of severe
storms. This culminated in the
Valentine’s storm on 14 February
2014, which was a very severe
storm.
The result of this storm on Hurst
Spit was quite considerable. Major
damage had been sustained along
half the length of the Spit, and
breaching occurred along two main
sections, resulting in a significant
loss of shingle. Emergency works
were undertaken to repair the
Spit, and in total 45,000 tonnes of
shingle was moved back onto the
Spit over a period of about six and
a half weeks.
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THE FUTURE
NFDC are currently working
with the Environment Agency
to develop a business case and
options assessment for Hurst
Spit and the Western Solent.
If successful, funding for Hurst
recharge works will then be

applied for from the Environment
Agency. Any works will also need
to be environmentally acceptable,
so NFDC are also working with
Natural England.
DESIGN
Recent physical model tests of
Hurst Spit re-created the same

conditions as the 2014 Valentine’s
storm and the results from this will
be used to inform the design of the
spit for the future. It is estimated
that an additional 150,000 200,000 cubic metres of shingle will
be needed.
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Clean up

It was the Marine
Conservation
Society’s Great British
beach clean over
the weekend 15-18
September 2017

Catherine from our coastal team
joined a team of 25 volunteers to
survey and log the litter found in
a 100m stretch of beach near to
Hurst Castle. In total along this
stretch alone, 1,828 separate items
of plastic were found.
Some of our best loved marine
wildlife is under threat from the
waste and litter in our seas, with
hundreds of species accidentally
eating or becoming tangled in
litter.

Did you know?
It’s estimated that one rubbish truck load of
plastic litter enters the ocean every minute?
Litter has increased by 135% since 1994 with
plastics increasing by a staggering 180%?
Since the carrier bag charge came in across
the UK, the Great British Beach Clean has
recorded 40% fewer bags on beaches.

Nurdle problem

Out and about on his coastal safety inspections, Jack Lane
came across hundreds of nurdles washed ashore at Naish.
Nurdles are small plastic pellets
about the size of a lentil. Countless
billion are used each year to make
nearly all our plastic products but
many end up washing up on our
shores. Spills and mishandling by
industry can mean nurdles end
up at sea. Our oceans are now
accumulating nurdles in worrying
large numbers. These nurdles
don’t go away, like other plastic
over time, they just fragment
into smaller and smaller plastic
particles. Like other plastics, the
nurdles are mistaken for food by
many marine animals and seabirds,
and enter the food chain.
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Gribble trouble
The latest phase of
groyne maintenance
works has been
completed at Calshot
Beach over the summer
period.
The abrasive action of the beach
and waves gradually wears down
the wooden posts over time,
making them attractive to marine
creatures known as “Gribble”
which like to bore through the
wood causing further damage.
These maintenance works are
vital in ensuring that the groynes
remain in good working condition
and keep the beach in place.
The groynes at Calshot located
in front of the beach huts are a
mixture of 57 straight and “zig
zag” wooden groynes. An earlier
inspection by our coastal officers
identified sections of groyne which
needed total post replacement
– the equivalent of 140 metres.
For other sections where only the
tops of the wooden posts were
damaged, the tops were replaced
with a fresh “cap” instead of total
post replacement.
Other key tasks included works
to re secure some of the groyne
fixtures, gravel recycling, marker
beacon painting and clearance of
gravel from the car park slipway. A
new groyne has also been installed
at the slipway to catch sand and
gravel moving west onto the
slipway, to see if this helps to keep
the slipway clear.
One final reminder is not to
place barbeques on top of the
timber posts. This causes the top of
the posts to burn and then allows
the tops of the post to rot much
quicker. This means individual posts
need to either be replaced (which
is expensive), or repaired with a
timber cap.
It is, however, recognised that
most Beach Hut Owners are well
aware that BBQs can cause damage
to the posts and will avoid doing
this, and that most BBQ damage is
caused by other visitors.
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DISCOVER THE HIDDEN HISTORY
OF THE FOREST’S COAST
By New Forest National Park Authority
Community Archaeologist
James Brown

The salt marshes between Keyhaven
and Lymington are a renowned nature
reserve and a bird watcher’s paradise.
However, if you were to stand on
this stretch of coast and rewind
time you would find yourself
surrounded by bustling industry.
The reason for this was a valuable
commodity that can still be found in
abundance in the area: salt.
Although the salt industry is long
gone from Lymington, the area
still contains the best preserved
examples of medieval salt
workings in southern England.
The first recorded evidence of salt
production on the Forest’s coast is
recorded in the Doomsday book of
1086.
Throughout the medieval period
it grew to become the economic
back bone of Lymington, and the
demand for salt and the wealth
created by its production and sale
resulted in large areas of land

being reclaimed from the sea. This
involved constructing a series of sea
walls to create more shallow claylined lagoons known as salterns.
This continuous process resulted
in the current size of the coastal
marshes and makes it difficult to
pinpoint the historic coastline.
The salt was made by capturing
seawater in the salterns where it
was evaporated to create a high
salt level brine. This was then drawn
using wind pumps into large metal
pans in a boiling house where it
was heated over coal fires until only
the salt crystals remained. A series
of narrow docks were constructed
to enable sailing barges to import
coal for the boiling houses and to
export the salt.
Salt production was a summer
process, being undertaken for
an average of 22 weeks a year
and running 24 hours a day. The

1781, Mackenzie Old Hampshire Mapped
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number of coal fires producing
smoke coupled with the harsh
environment created by the
concentrated brine solutions,
resulted in a relatively barren
industrial landscape; not what
visitors enjoy today. At the height
of its prosperity wind pumps
were drawing seawater from 170
saltpans.
Salt was a valuable commodity
due to its many uses, including
culinary flavouring, preserving food,
tanning leather and it was used in
many medicines. Between 1724 and
1766 over 4,600 tons of salt was
produced, some being exported as
far as the USA.
Taxes on salt were introduced in
1694 and the rates increased yearly.
The Government raised £55,891
from salt tax in 1755; this would be
equivalent to roughly £4million in
modern currency.
However large tax bills, only a
two week salt production period in
1802, cheaper transport over land
via railways and the ability for salt
to be mined 24 hours, 365 days a
year in Cheshire all combined to
make salt production in the Forest
uneconomic and the industry
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began to decline after 1800.
By 1825 there were only
three operating salterns
in Lymington, owned by
Charles St Barbe, and though
the salt tax was repealed in
1825, these had closed by
1865.
Lymington lost its
largest industry and several
attempts were made to
find a suitable replacement
along the coast, including
Oyster Beds in 1867 and a
golf course with numerous
hazards, including regular
flooding.
Only two saltern buildings
survive in Lymington, but if
you look closely around the
area you might find more
echoes of this past industry.
In summer 2016 detailed
archaeological mapping
was undertaken using
Lidar (Light Detection and
Ranging), which creates a
detailed model of the earth’s
surface and allows tree cover
to be removed in order to
look at the topographical
changes seen beneath the
trees. Historic maps, aerial
images and tithe maps
were also used to map the
area. This was followed by
a detailed walk-over survey
by archaeologists from the
New Forest National Park
Authority and volunteers in
order to record the condition
of what survives on the
ground.

Find out more about the salt
industry in St Barbe Museum in
Lymington

Old building footprints,
wind pump mounds, salt
pans, dry navigation canals
and the foundations of
the old clubhouse for the
golf course were recorded
during this survey. The
results will be used to work
with Hampshire County
Council to conserve some
of the surviving features,
monitoring others and
ensure the history of this
important site is not lost and
can be used for education.
If you have any
information or images
relating to the salt workings,
oyster beds or golf club
we would love to hear
from you at archaeology@
newforestnpa.gov.uk.
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Due to a low tide and coastal erosion recently, a
small piece of history was exposed at Hurst Spit.
It is thought to be the remains of a Medieval
saltern, used in the salt making industry. As the
Spit has rolled back onto the saltmarsh which
it shelters after storms, relics like this can often
be exposed on the seaward side of the Spit.
However, it was not exposed for long, as the tide
and beach soon changed to cover the artefact
once again.

Medieval saltern

Calshot Jet Ski Zone

The jet ski exclusion zone at Calshot continued to provide a safe
area for swimmers, whilst also allowing jet ski enthusiasts to
enjoy the water as well. In 2016 and 2017, the buoy positions
were changed slightly on the eastern end of the zone, to
enable the sailing club to access the area they use for sailing
instruction with greater ease.
Any infringements on the area should be reported to the
Coastguard or National Coast Watch Association. The National
Coast Watch Association Calshot Tower is staffed from 8.00am
- 8.00pm during the summer and 8.00am - 5.00pm throughout
the winter and they can be contacted on 023 8089 3562.

Terror on the seas

Named after an 18th century sailing ship, the Man of
War, scores of Portugese man o war creatures were
found washed ashore on our beaches this autumn.
Its venomous tentacles can deliver a powerful sting,
and warning signs were put in place at our coastal
locations. Our out of hours team attended and
collected 39 of these creatures at Hordle over a
weekend. The public were warned not to go near the
creatures if they see them washed up.
It is thought that these creatures formed part of
a larger stranding on the south west coasts of the
UK, possibly brought in by winds and currents due to
increased storminess in the Atlantic recently.
Despite its outward appearance, the Man o War
is not a single organism, but a colonial organism
made up of specialised individual animals of the
same species called zooids or polyps. They are
more commonly found in the warmer waters of the
southern Atlantic ocean.
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