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Welcome to the
2016 edition of
Seaview magazine
We would also like to extend our welcome to
Cllr Sophie Beeton who some of you may already
know, is our Portfolio Holder for the Environment.
Fortunately in comparison to previous years, this
year has been somewhat calmer on the weather
front, and we have not experienced the same
levels of disruption that occurred in 2014. This has
allowed further progress to be made on restoring
the worst affected parts of coastline to normality
and to take forward some of the works that were
planned which include:
• Renovation of the toilet block at Barton
featured on the back cover, is finished and
has proved a great success, with similar
improvements to other facilities planned in the
future
• Reinstated coastal pathway at Milford/Hordle
• Replacement beach huts completed at Hordle
• A pilot scheme to trial a new approach to
groyne maintenance is underway
• Major replenishment of beach materials at
Milford was completed in September 2015
Despite the kinder weather the year has been
not without its events and challenges, as well as
the appearance of some less common ‘visitors’
to our beaches! Major works will also be taking
place to remove the WWII metalworks between
Milford and Hordle which will enable safe
swimming to resume in this area, and of course the
redevelopment of Milford promenade to its former
glory. More details on the above can be found
throughout the magazine.
The coming year is certainly set to be an exciting
one.
New Forest District Council
Beach Hut Team

Brown Tail Moth
Throughout December and January inspections of
the coastal vegetation have been taking
place to manage the population of
the Brown Tail Moth, which is now
widely distributed along our southern
coastline. Coastal officers have identified
locations where the webbing nests, or
‘tents’ are situated, and in which the
larvae hibernate during the cold winter
months. Due to the unexpectedly mild
weather this winter, the larvae are not
hibernating but are still leaving the nest
to forage. Removal of the nests will
take place when weather conditions are more
favourable and reduction of this pest species will be
most effective.

Leave
nothing
but
footprints
Use a bin or take your
litter home

newforestDC

newforestgov

This magazine can be made
available in large print, Braille, an
alternative language or on audio
tape on request.
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Run on the bank

Last year was certainly not without its fair share of
excitement, and none more so than when the vast cargo
ship Hoegh Osaka ran aground on Bramble Bank, attracting
a flurry of national media attention. It is thought the 52,000
tonne ship which was carrying a variety of vehicles from
heavy plant machinery to Rolls Royces and Bentleys, initially
hit the bank causing a heavy excavator to shift and puncture
a hole in the hold.
The captain acted swiftly to protect all those aboard by
grounding the vessel deliberately before it capsized, and also
prevented what could have been a potential environmental disaster.
Thankfully all 25 crew members were successfully rescued by RNLI
lifeboats and coastguard helicopter. Hundreds of people flocked to
Calshot beach and Cowes on the Isle of Wight to get a view of the
stricken vessel, as bad weather hampered attempts to right the ship.
It was several days before the vessel, which had been destined for
Germany, was finally re-floated and towed to the Alpha Anchorage
two miles south of Lee on the Solent, where the exercise to pump
thousands of gallons of seawater from the hold began.

Litter takeaway
Keeping our glorious New
Forest beaches clean and safe
for everyone to enjoy, largely
relies on us all doing our bit to
ensure nothing is left behind
after our visit.
Every year small teams of
dedicated beach lovers take part
in litter picks to try and help keep
our beaches clean and prevent
litter entering the ocean and
harming marine life. New Forest
District Council support the Marine

Conservation Society (MCS) to
enable people to join the Big
Beach Cleans twice a year, and also
support other local community
groups, this year at Calshot and
Marchwood where volunteers
braved the elements to gather
several bags of beach litter. As
always a significant percentage
of the litter is plastic debris from
carrier bags to disposable cutlery
and a large amount of plastic rope
and fishing gear.

Is it a bird?
Is it a dog?
No, it’s a
seal!
Several people have been taken
by surprise while relaxing
on the beach or strolling the
promenade, when a black
or grey whiskered face has
unexpectedly popped up in the
water near the shore.
But seal sightings are in fact
on the rise along the Hampshire
coast and some people will
be aware that there is a small
resident colony of common
seals in the Solent, who will
occasionally undertake longer
journeys to our shores or the Isle
of Wight, in search of food.
There are two seals native
to Britain, the common seal
(sometimes known as harbour
seals) and the grey seal,
although they can often be
difficult to tell apart, particularly
the juveniles as most seals
are varying shades of grey in
colour. These more frequent
appearances are because they
are looking for good places to
feed, and also trying to find
a mate. It is unlikely to see
more than one or two animals
as they only gather in groups
when breeding and during the
pupping season, when seals will
‘haul out’ onto the beach.
Although seals are inquisitive
animals by nature, it is worth
remembering they are a
protected species and viewing
them is recommended through
binoculars rather than by trying
to gain close proximity with the
animals.
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Making the most o

2016 looks set to be an exciting time for the seafront at Milford-on-Sea.
The council’s planning committee granted full planning permission for the
replacement of 119 beach huts at their meeting on 13 January.
The original concrete beach
huts that had stood on Milford’s
lower promenade for many years
were severely damaged in the
violent storms of 2014, leaving
many unsafe. In the immediate
aftermath council teams made the
area safe for the public, but it was
clear that a plan for the future of
the beach huts was needed.
A project board, including
representatives from Milford Parish
Council and the New Forest Beach
Hut Owners Association, was set
up to develop a solution. Outline
planning permission to replace
the huts and rebuild the concrete
4

slab on which they sit was secured
and what remained of the old huts
was demolished in June 2015. The
board appointed a partnership
of structural engineers - Ramboll
UK Ltd and Snug Architects. Their
brief was to develop designs for
replacement huts which would
withstand future storms, be an
attractive addition to the seafront
and meet the needs of beach hut
users, local people and visitors.

Deciding on the design
More than 600 people viewed
design options for the new huts
at a public event in August 2015,

with many more looking at them
online. Over 350 people told us
their preferences by submitting
a questionnaire. Most people
responded positively, with the
majority telling us that retaining
the views from the upper prom
and making sure the huts were
attractive, were the things they
considered most important.
In October 2015 the beach hut
board selected a design and asked
the council’s cabinet to approve
it. The final proposals had been
carefully chosen and refined in
light of the public responses and
the engineering considerations of
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of Milford-on-Sea

Milford’s beach huts after the 2014 storms

the exposed site. Council leader
Councillor Barry Rickman said:
“This has been a difficult decision
trying to balance the wide range
of views with the engineering
challenges. We have worked hard
with the design team to come
up with a fair and compelling
solution.”
An application for full planning
permission was submitted in early
November 2015 and granted in
January 2016.
The next step is for us to find
a contractor who can realise
our plans. If all goes well we
can expect to start on site in
Spring 2016.
Cllr Sophie Beeton,
Environment portfolio
holder

The new huts
The replacement beach huts will be set back into the upper
promenade, enabling the lower prom to be widened, reducing the
huts’ exposure to the elements and removing the gap that previously
existed behind the huts. The upper prom will be extended over the hut
roofs, with a stainless steel wire balustrade set back from the edge,
widening it, improving the views and protecting the privacy of the
beach hut users. The huts will be clustered in three terraces allowing
the eastern, most exposed end of the lower promenade to be left clear
and providing uninterrupted views from around the Needles Eye Café.
The huts will be built in concrete with coloured wooden doors.
A new curved access ramp will be installed at the western end of the
site to improve access to the lower prom, while a shallower ramp will
run behind the beach huts at the eastern end of the new layout, before
making a right hand turn onto the lower prom. In response to concerns
about disabled access the designers have incorporated additional access
points into the design.
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Chairman’s annual report
It was all change for the
Association’s committee at our
AGM in 2015 with four of seven
committee members joining the
committee for the first time. A
new chair, treasurer, secretary
and representative for Bartonon-Sea, joined our Hordle Cliff
representative (our past secretary
in a new role,) and our two site
representatives for Calshot and
Milford-on-Sea to form our new
committee.
We have been meeting together
regularly since to review all things
‘beach hut’, liaise with officers
and Councillors of the New Forest
District Council, and in particular,
our Milford representative has

been working very hard behindthe-scenes with the Council on the
plans to rebuild the huts damaged
so badly in the great storm of 2014.
The good news is that the Milfordon-Sea huts are due for completion
during 2016.
A further theme for the
new committee has been
communication with our
membership. A newly established
‘Google Group’ was helpful in
getting out instant information
when some Barton-on-Sea hut
owners sadly suffered from
vandalism in mid August, and we
have begun to issue a series of
email ‘Newsletters’ to our members
by this means. Our plans for a

JELLYFISH BLOOMS
Jellyfish often strike fear into the heart of many a
swimmer, but in fact the species we are most likely
to encounter around the UK coast such as the moon
(Aurelia aurita), blue (cyanea lamarckii) and barrel
(rhizostoma) jellyfish have a very mild sting or are
often completely harmless.
Others most notably the compass (chrysaora
hysoscella), lion’s mane (cyanea capillata) and mauve
(pelogia noctiluca) jellyfish, do have a more painful
and even dangerous sting, although these jellyfish are
less common.
However the consistently warm temperatures this
year have provided perfect feeding and breeding
conditions for our wobbly water visitors, which are not
‘fish’ but a type of plankton. There have been many
reports of large blooms or ‘swarms’ of jellyfish and
specimens washing up on beaches including a number
here along the New Forest coast.
There have been a number of sightings of
the barrel jellyfish, more commonly found in
Mediterranean and Atlantic waters and a favourite
prey of leatherback turtles. It is not unusual for barrel
jellyfish to reach up to three feet in diameter and
although a very robust and bulky animal, the sting
is very mild. A more formidable, but less common
sight is the lion’s mane jellyfish, with some reaching
several feet in diameter and trailing distinctive orange
6

new website are taking shape
and we hope to have this ready
for launch in early 2016. It will
be accessible to all, but will also
include a members’ only section for
the Association’s membership. Our
next Annual General Meeting is on
25th April 2016 and we are always
happy to welcome new members
at any time.
I hope that by the close of this
year, whatever the weather, and
wherever your hut, you will have
spent some time enjoying being on
the beach along our magnificent
New Forest coastline.
Shirley Taylor

Chairman of the New Forest Beach Hut
Owners’ Association

tentacles which can
deliver a far more
painful sting.
It is important to
remember that jellyfish
have no ability to
‘decide’ where they go,
only being capable of
moving up or down in a
column of water, and therefore they will drift around
as dictated by tides and currents. Be aware that during
high winds more animals are likely to be pushed into
shallow water or washed up onshore.
Contrary to popular belief, if you are unlucky
enough to be stung the best way to relieve the
discomfort is not with vinegar or urine, because if any
sting cells remain on the skin this could make things
worse.
The NHS recommends the affected area is treated
out of the water, first ensuring that any stings are
removed while continuing to rinse gently with sea
water. An ice pack applied to the area as soon as
possible will help to relieve any swelling and regular
painkillers can be taken if needed to manage the pain.
If the sting has affected a large or particularly sensitive
area of the body such as the face, or if breathing
difficulties or chest pain is experienced, call 999.
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General
housekeeping
Being exposed as they are to the harsh
elements of wind, rain, sun and sea, it is important
for NFDC to monitor the general condition and
overall upkeep of the beach huts, and follow
up on any work which comes to our attention.
What is very rewarding for our inspectors to see,
is that the majority of beach hut owners take a
real enjoyment in improving and maintaining the
appearance of their huts and most are in a good
standard of repair.
Please help us to help you, by keeping your
hut well maintained for security and safety,
and remember that it is part of your license
agreement. We will need to make contact with
owners where we find huts in need of repairs,
and also will follow up in cases where a breach of
license conditions may have occurred in regard to
subletting a hut.
If you have a concern or find an issue which
needs our attention, please do not hesitate to
contact Customer Services and let us know

Security

Beach hut owners are reminded
to carry out regular checks on
their huts to ensure they have
good security in place. Padlocks,
door brackets and window locks
should be robust, and look out
for any signs of damage to the
hut which could make it easier
to be broken into or vandalised.
Local police teams carry out regular patrols at
the beach hut sites and they remind owners not
to leave valuable items or bottles of alcohol inside
empty beach huts.

Beach Hut Transfers

New huts
at Hordle

Forty attractive and colourful new beach huts have
been built at Hordle to replace those that were lost
after a large part of the cliff was destroyed in the
2014 storms. Because part of the beach area where
the original huts stood no longer exists, it wasn’t
possible to replace all the huts that were lost, but the
coastal team have still been able make the most of
the space available by carefully planning the layout
of the new structures.
The new huts are slightly smaller than the original
structures but what has been most effective is the
standardisation of the random gapping that occurred
between the previous beach huts. This has been
reduced allowing the coastal team to create extra
room for four additional huts.

Although the council does not have any direct
involvement in the advertising or selling of huts,
it is important that we are kept informed if and
when an owner has decided to sell their beach hut.
Please use the Transfer Form in your beach hut
license to notify us of a change in ownership.

License Agreements

Thank you to everyone who has signed and
returned their new license conditions, and for
those of you who have yet to return your form
please send these in to us as soon as possible.

Contact details

Occasionally it may be necessary for NFDC
to contact hut owners quickly, if for instance
vandalism or theft has occurred, so that we can
provide assistance if your hut needs to be repaired
or secured. Please ensure we have your complete
and up to date contact details by calling Customer
Services and asking for the Environment Services
office, or email us on streetscene@nfdc.gov.uk
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Buoy zone

The installation of the jet ski
exclusion zone has proved a
welcome addition to the coastline
at Calshot beach last summer. A
special buoy laying barge was
bought in to secure the buoys in
place at the start of last year. Since
then the coastal team responsible
for attaining the necessary
permissions and agreements have
made several site visits to the
popular bathing area and received
positive feedback from residents
and visitors alike.
Many people have
commented that the jet ski
exclusion zone is a really
positive addition and has
enhanced their enjoyment of
the area, as well as helping
to promote sea swimming as
a great form of exercise
Stewart Phillips

Responsible ownership
Our new dog warden Rachel
Stenlake always strives to
make regular appearances
down at the beach and
adjoining areas, to ensure
they are being kept foul free
so everyone can enjoy the
beautiful surroundings and
relax without the mess.
Rachel is really enjoying talking
to the general public and meeting
their furry friends, and on the
whole has found the majority of
dog walkers to the area do clean
up after their dog.
However as Rachel has been
getting to know her new beat it
has come to her attention that
there is an issue at Fisherman’s
Walk, a popular walkway down
to the beach in Barton on Sea.
Unfortunately, not everyone is
picking up after their dogs, so that
stroll down to the sea is no longer
as pleasant as it could be. Please
be respectful and remember dogs
cannot clean up after themselves
so they rely on their owners.
It is also important to be
mindful of your four legged
friend and keep them on a lead
in car parks and near roads - for
their safety as well as drivers
of any vehicles close by. Dogs
do not understand traffic and
8

sometimes a small thing can catch
their attention and result in them
running into the road. There have
been a few near misses this year,
so please be responsible and keep
your pet safe.

If you have any concerns
or issues about dog fouling or
irresponsible dog ownership call
023 8028 5411 (option 4)
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Beached

From time to time containers, drums and gas canisters wash up on the
beach, including the canister below, which was reported to us by a
member of the public last summer. It took quite a bit of detective work
by our coastal team to identify the contents of the canister and where it
had originated from, as there were no recognisable clues such as labels
or symbols visible on the canister. It was later discovered to have started
its journey in South Africa, and fortunately on this occasion the contents
were harmless!
The contents of drums and canisters such as these could be potentially
harmful to people and the environment should they become punctured
or leak. Therefore it’s important to be aware of what to do if you come
across any unusual item like this on the beach. Please do not touch,
attempt to open or tamper with the item but report it to us as soon as
possible- as once the tide comes in the item could easily be damaged or
carried to another location!
New Forest District Council have a 24hr team on call to respond and
a special procedure in place for dealing with instances of this nature.
Important information to make a note of includes: the location of the
item, approximate size, colour, any names, labels or other markings such
as flags that are visible.

You can contact us by calling our
out of hours team on 023 8028
5250 or use our In Touch App.
You may also call our regular
customer services number and
follow the instructions.

Protected views
Working in partnership with other landowners, New Forest District
Council has been able to reinstate the popular coastal footpath linking
Paddys Gap and the White House. The original footpath which affords
stunning views of the Isle of Wight, was partially destroyed by the cliff
collapse during the storms in 2014. The new path is approximately 300
metres long has been set back from the route of the original path by
up to 10m in places, to help protect it from the effects of any erosion
which may occur in the future. It still offers the beautiful unobstructed
views that are enjoyed by everyone.
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New groynes trial
Over the past few years our coastal team have been
trialling a new approach to groyne maintenance
which could be a more durable option to the groyne
design that has been traditionally used to fortify
our beaches. The new approach should offer better
protection from the erosive effect of the courser
sediments in the shingle and the aggressive marine
environment at Milford-on-Sea.
These two factors cause abrasion and damage to
the hard wood piles and metal fixings, which in the past
have needed replacing every three to five years. The
new technique involves fitting pile protection units with
improved stainless steel fixings to both new, and part worn
timber piles. In the last six months the trial has also been
extended to include the boards between the piles, using
oak strips and marine ply board to protect the boards from
wear.
These measures are easier and quicker to install than
replacing whole piles or sections of boarding, and could
potentially double the lifespan of the groynes as well
as reducing the amount of valuable hardwood used.
Monitoring of the new technique will continue, but it

Marine ply
board protecting
the groyne
boards
Timber units
protecting the
groyne piles

is hoped it will be a more effective approach and will
ultimately improve the performance of these important
coastal structures.

Beach replenishment
Imported
unwashed
material

Material
after being
washed by
wave action

To help maintain the beach at Milford-on-Sea, New Forest
District Council regularly replenish with imported material.
Replenishment work is necessary
to prevent erosion and provide
important protection to the
sea wall and other man-made
structures, as well as ensuring
our continued enjoyment of this
amenity. Milford on Sea is regularly
exposed to high energy storm
waves and is therefore particularly
vulnerable. During these events
the beach naturally rolls back
landwards but is prevented from
going further by the seawall,
which can then become exposed.
By maintaining the beach profile
the risk of serious damage and
possible failure of the seawall is
significantly reduced.
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The replenishment operation
involves placing aggregate material
sourced from local quarry sites,
which means the composition is
close to the material which would
naturally erode from the cliff at
this site. Around 4000 tonnes of
material was added to the beach
front at Milford in September
2015, which was then spread along
the beach area with the use of
plant machinery to fill the groyne
bays.
Initially the imported material is
a lumpy, uniform orangey-brown
colour due to the sand component,
but this is only temporary as
coastal processes through the

Existing beach material
winter gradually wash and sort
the material. As well as being a
better material for responding to
the local wave conditions, using
local unwashed gravel is more
economical than bringing in
mechanically processed material
and therefore a greater amount
of material can be bought in to
protect our coast for the same cost.
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A catalogue of defences
Severe winter storms over the past couple of years has led
to significant beach erosion in Christchurch Bay and the
exposure of sections of World War 2 defences between
Milford and Hordle.
The old rusty metal poles poking
through the beach are in fact
very rare Admiralty Scaffolding,
which once connected together to
form a long interlocking structure
along the beach. Although very
hazardous to swimmers, New Forest
District Council needed to obtain
a special license prior to removing
the metal, from the Marine
Management Organisation (MMO)
who license and regulate any
marine activities in the seas (below
mean high water) around England
and Wales. Over the busy summer
season the protruding metal was
marked up with temporary yellow
buoys to warn swimmers of the

The sea front just after the war
Photo: Milford on Sea Historical Society

hazard in the area.
MMO issues licenses for a wide
variety of different activities such
as removal of any substance or
object from the sea bed, including
old defences, to ensure the work
is carried out in the appropriate
way. Any works that take place in
an area that is submerged at high
tide and beyond the low tide mark
are designated as being in crown
water, which is why the license is
required.
These defence works were a
massive engineering achievement
which formed a strategic part of
the war effort to help defend the
country from the threat of German

invasion during the conflict, and
therefore it is important they
are properly recorded. As such,
a condition of the MMO licence
is to correctly document these
important remains before removal,
which will be done using a GPS
laser-scanner. This information
will then supplement existing
3D models of the structures, and
combined with historical and
new photographs, will ensure the
defences are properly and fully
documented for the future.
The work to remove the metal
will involve use of heavy plant
machinery to dig up the structures
and drag them out. It is anticipated
that this operation will be
undertaken after spring 2016 when
there is a higher likelihood of a
suitable weather and tidal window,
which is often as short as two to
three hours.

Survey area with view of installed buoys indicating metal
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Five star efficiency
The new ‘superloos’ at Barton have proved a big hit
with visitors and local residents, as well as being one of
the first of their kind for energy efficient technology.
Despite the unusual location of
the toilet block - something we
couldn’t change - situated on an
‘island’ in the middle of the Barton
Court Avenue junction, and only
reached by crossing the road, this
hasn’t dented their popularity with
over 50,000 visits to the refurbished
facilities this summer!
Completed in March 2015,
the refurbished block boasts a
host of energy saving measures
to reduce running costs and
minimise environmental impacts,
and the works also included a full
landscaping of the surrounding
grounds and enhancement of the
historic war memorial.
NFDC coastal, building works,
and ground maintenance teams
have pulled out all the stops
to ensure the building is truly
sustainable and in keeping with
the surroundings and supporting
the local community.
Some of the super-loos features
include:
• A rainwater harvesting system
which provides water for
12

•

•

•

•

flushing, and at the same time
helps protect the clifftop by
reducing rainwater run off
entering the cliff and causing
erosion
Lighting is improved by the
installation of natural solar tubes
in each cubicle as well as energy
efficient LED lighting
Solar panels have been installed
to provide electricity, with any
excess feeding back into the
local grid
A heat exchanger unit provides
ventilation with the addition
of an air sterile unit which
constantly sanitises surfaces
throughout the day
Each cubicle is fitted with the
latest water and energy efficient
handwash and dryer units

We’ve had lots of positive feedback
and plan to refurbish other
facilities to a similar standard in
the future.
Next time you are in Barton and
want to spend a penny - pay them
a visit!

