
1

S E A V I E W

SeaView
The New Forest coast 2017

English coast path

Huts fit for the future  

Plastic detectives

Chairman’s report

Amazing haven

newforest.gov.uk



2

S E A V I E W

Welcome to the 
2017 edition of 
Seaview magazine

This magazine can be made 
available in large print, Braille, an 
alternative language or on audio 
tape on request.

Beach  
boost

Once again a successful operation to 
replenish the beach at Calshot took place 
at the end of 2016, in order to top up the 
beach and ensure beach huts have the best 
possible protection throughout the winter 
months.

Ongoing wave action is capable of moving 
large amounts of shingle material from one end 
of the beach to the other, resulting in the erosion 
of the groyne bays. Material accumulates at the 
northern end of the spit, covering the concrete 
slipway. The Activities Centre regularly clears 
this material to keep the slipway operational, 
resulting in a heap of shingle to the side.   

Our coastal team are able to move this shingle 
by loading it into dump trucks and transporting 
it back along the spit to be deposited and spread 
around the depleted bays. It can take up to sixty 
tonnes of material to refill each depleted bay. 

This cost effective method of recycling natural 
accumulated material ensures the beach and 
revetment are better protected against damage 
occurring during stormy weather

With two of the New Forest beaches being 
rated excellent for water quality according to a 
nationwide scientific study and 2016 named as 
the hottest year since records began, a trip to the 
beach was more enticing than ever.

According to forecasts by the UK Met Office 
average temperatures topped those recorded in 
2015 and so there was every reason to spend time 
at the beach both for relaxation and a cooling dip. 
Not only is the New Forest coastline a great place 
for visitors to enjoy, it is also home to many species 
of wading birds making our coastline extra special 
for wildlife too. You can read more about one 
of our best kept secrets in our special feature on 
Keyhaven.

Whilst the balmy weather is good news 
for recreation and sunbathing enthusiasts, 
it is generally agreed that the trend in rising 
temperatures can be attributed to global warming 
which brings challenges for coastal communities 
potentially at risk from rising sea levels and 
stormier weather. The Coastal Monitoring 
Programme is a nationwide project which aims 
to help coastal managers plan robust coastal and 
flood defence schemes to mitigate against these 
challenges. You can learn more about our coastal 
team’s role in this important work on page 14.

Elsewhere in this year’s magazine find out how 
the council has won a very special award, and 
get the latest on the Milford on Sea beach hut 
development which is now taking shape.

We hope you enjoy this year’s edition of Seaview
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The annual litter initiative which is 
supported by the council and takes 
place in September, sees thousands 
of volunteers helping to clean up 
our coasts, and carefully catalogue 
the types of litter that is found

According to the MCS report, 
the number of single use plastic 
carrier bags dropped by almost 
40%, equivalent to a decrease 
from an average of 11 bags per 
100 metres of beach in 2015, to 
an average of just seven bags per 
100 metres in 2016. The significant 
drop is believed to be largely due 
to the plastic carrier bag charge 
introduced in supermarkets in 
October 2015, and reflects the drop 
in carrier bag litter seen in Ireland 
and Wales where the charge was 
introduced much earlier. 

The charity concluded that 

overall there was a 4% drop in the 
total amount of litter. However, 
these positive results were not seen 
across the country. The south west 
of the UK for example, actually 
experienced a 15% increase in the 
total amount of litter. In addition, 
whilst plastic carrier bags were 
down, other items went up. Most 
notably there was a dramatic 
increase in the amount of balloon 
related litter, which poses a similar 
threat as plastic carrier bags to 
turtles and other marine animals, 
who mistake the items for jellyfish 
and eat them.

You can find out more about 
the MCS work and how to get 
involved in the Great British Beach 
Clean 2017 here 
mcsuk.org/beachwatch

As well as supporting people to 
get involved in the Great British 
Beach Clean, New Forest District 
Council have also helped local 
residents and community groups 
throughout the year with the 
loan of litter grabbing equipment 
and collection of rubbish. 

A number of groups of 
volunteers including Friends of 
Hurst Castle and New Forest 
Friends of the Earth have given 
up their time to help take care 
of our coastline, by undertaking 
litter picks at Lymington, Milford 
and Keyhaven. Several sacks of 
rubbish were collected on each 
occasion and we would like to 
say a big thank you to these 
beach lovers for their hard work 
in helping us turn the tide on 
beach litter. 

The relatively calm weather last year allowed some time for 
the coastal team to undertake an overdue re-measure of 
the beach hut plots in metric measurements.

Beach hut fees are divided into four price bands ranging 
from plots measuring under 5sq metres to plots that are 
over 12sq metres, the highest band. Each beach hut is 
banded based on the overall size of the plot, therefore 
including any surrounding features such as verandas or 
steps, but in some instances this may have been omitted 
in previous measures. More commonly when beach huts 
change hands or, for example, when owners add or remove 
features such as decking, this can alter plot sizes which may 
result in a change in banding. As a result of the re-measure 
a number of beach huts have moved up a band. Any 
owners who have been affected will have received a letter 
from our coastal administrator advising them of the change 
and any subsequent increase in fees. The annual review 
of fees and charges has also been undertaken across the 
council resulting in an average increase of 3% in the licence 
fees for beach huts.

Beach hut  
re-measure

Litter drop
There was a wave of good news for marine wildlife when 
the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) announced the 
results of their Great British Beach Clean 2016.

Friends of 
Hurst Castle
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At the moment the public don’t 
have the right to explore most of 
the nation’s coastline, and whilst 
some areas such as Ministry of 
Defence land, or private gardens 
will remain off limits, the most 
exciting thing about the new rights 
of access is that people will be 
able to explore other areas they 
may have been unable to reach 
previously, such as foreshore, 
beaches, dunes and cliffs. There 
will also be special places where 
everyone can rest, relax and admire 
the views. 

Most of the path will be made 
up of existing trails and paths but 
with additional or new signage, 
however it will also allow for 
existing access to be improved and 

secured, and for new access to be 
created where it doesn’t currently 
exist. The path will include where 
appropriate any land which makes 
up part of the coastal margin, or 
what is known as the ‘spreading 
room’. 

Crucially the path will be 
designed to ‘roll back’ as cliff edges 
erode or slip, by including plans 
for alternative replacements routes 
to be put in. This will enable a 

continuous route to be maintained 
and for any issues to be resolved 
quickly. 

New rights of access will come 
into effect along stretches of 
the coast in stages, as and when 
work is completed and full access 
becomes available. Most of the 
New Forest coast will fall into the 
South of England section of the 
path and will include the stretch 
between Highcliffe and Calshot. 
This section is in the development 
stages of the scheme and Natural 
England are currently working 
with New Forest District Council, 
landowners and other stakeholders 
who are likely to be affected by 
the proposals. Due to the length 
and complexity of this stretch, 
site visits will take place to look 
at areas where erosion is an issue, 
for instance at Milford and Barton 
where sections of the path have 
been temporarily closed for safety 
reasons.

Once final discussions have 

Improving public access to the coast

The English Coast Path is a fantastic new 
national trail giving right of way all around 
England’s coast, which aims to improve public 
access on foot to open air coastal recreation.

Coastal beauty 
all around 

The English Coast 
Path will be the longest 

continuous coastal 
route in the world
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taken place and a route has 
been agreed, the proposal will 
be published by Natural England 
in March 2017 and will be made 
available on gov.uk. Copies will also 
be provided in council offices and 
in the media for people in the local 
areas to view.
Following publication, the plan 
will then move into the next stage 
of the process, when an eight 
week consultation period will take 
place. This will allow affected 
owners or occupiers to make 
comments and representations 
on the report, but if all goes 
according to plan it is intended 
that the South of England stretch 
of path will be completed by 
May 2018. 

The first section of the coastal 
path has already opened in the 
south of the UK- a 66 mile stretch 
of improved path in Kent and East 
Sussex, giving uninterrupted views 
of the coastline including the 
White Cliffs and Pegwell Bay.

The English Coast Path is 
expected to be fully open in 2020 
and will be an astonishing 2,795 
miles in total, making it the longest 
continuous coastal route in the 
world.

When completed  
the path will be  

2,795 miles in total

313 million visits were made to the 
English coast between  
March 2014 and February 2015

One in every ten visits to the natural environment are to coastal areas. 

© Natural England
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Storm debris

Following the successful refurbishment of 
Barton toilets last year, New Forest District 
Council is leading the way by continuing 
its upgrade of public conveniences around 
the district, with plans already agreed to 
replace the public toilets for Bath Road in 
Lymington.

Not only will these new conveniences include many of 
the eco-friendly and energy efficient features of the 
Barton toilets but they will also benefit from more 
accessible facilities, including a dedicated changing 
facility with a ceiling hoist and adjustable changing 
bed.

The new facilities will make a great difference to 
the lives of hundreds of families and carers looking 
after children or adults with mobility issues, as 
often the lack of this vital equipment in disabled 
toilets means the only option may be to change the 
individual on the floor. 

In New Milton work is already underway to replace 
the toilets with new more accessible facilities and 

All change at Bath Road
Hadley’s Heroes
Hadley’s Heroes, an online community group set up 
by Sarah Brisdion to campaign for more accessible 
public facilities, has named NFDC as one of their 
‘heroes’ for the new toilets and accessible changing 
rooms being created at Bath Road, and also in New 
Milton. 

The two projects have 
come about thanks to Senior 
Streetscene Supervisor Stewart 
Philips who got in touch with 
Sarah after hearing her on the 
radio.

Cllr Sophie Beeton, NFDC 
portfolio holder for the 
environment said “We are very 
pleased to be able to support 
the needs of our residents and 
these new toilets are a great 
example of how we can make a 
big difference to people’s lives”

Photo: L-R - Erica, Hadley and Sarah

we expect to complete the refurbishment here and 
at Bath Road in May 2017, providing facilities that 
support the needs of residents and visitors alike. 
During the build the nearest alternative public 
toilets in New Milton will be in Spencer Road and in 
Lymington will be on the quay.
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A warm, friendly and hospitable 
welcome awaited all visitors to 
the beach, along with the chance 
to peek inside the myriad types of 
huts, (bedecked in a fascinating 
array of styles), demonstrating 
what a wide range of interests our 
huts reflect.

We concluded the social year 
in September with an extremely 
enjoyable and successful ‘Three 
River Cruise ‘ along the Solent, 
Hamble and Itchen Rivers aboard 
‘Solent Scene,’ including a 
gastronomic afternoon tea. A good 
time was had by all!

In 2017 we will be able to 
celebrate a major milestone when 
the newly constructed beach huts 
at Milford-on-Sea are completed 
and finally occupied. So much 
work, time, effort and energy will 
have been expended by so many 
since the tragic storm of 2014, that 
we are planning to mark the grand 
opening of the new look Milford 

beach-scape in style. Details will 
follow.

Sadly 2016 also saw some 
difficulties for our owners, this 
year at Barton-on-Sea, who 
suffered a lengthy period of 
wanton and repeated vandalism 
to huts. This frustrating experience 
demonstrated the importance of 
our relationship as an Association 
with New Forest District Council, 
Hampshire Constabulary and our 
local communities, reinforcing 
the need to work collaboratively 
together towards safety and 
security on all our beaches.

In 2017 we are moving our 
Annual Meeting venue to enable 
as many members as possible to 
access it, so we will be holding 
it in the Lyndhurst Community 
Centre, where we hold our regular 
committee meetings, on Tuesday 
25th April. I look forward to seeing 
many of you there.

New Forest Beach Hut Owners’ Association

Chairman’s Annual Report
BHO website
Communication was also an 
important feature of our 
committee work this last year, 
and in considering it, we felt 
the time was right to reinvent 
our existing web presence by 
commissioning a new website. 

We launched this in August, 
and have been pleased with 
feedback thus far. As well as 
providing factual information, 
we have tried to show how 
unique our four beaches are 
and the moods and feelings 
they evoke as hut owners in 
these special places. In addition 
to being our Association 
window for the general public, 
the website has a password 
protected Members’ Only 
Section which provides current 
information, advice and handy 
documents for our members. 

As always, we are happy to 
welcome new members to our 
Association, and information 
on how to join can be found by 
clicking on the ‘Membership’ tab 
at newforestbeachhuts.com

With very best wishes for happy 
hutting in 2017,

Shirley Taylor
Chairman
New Forest Beach Hut Owners’ 
Association

In 2016 we turned our attention to reinstating and exploring a 
small, experimental social programme for our members. Beginning 
with a ‘Meet your Committee and Each Other’ as an opener to our 
Annual Meeting in April 2016, we held an ‘Open Hut Afternoon’ 
at Calshot in June, where hut owners on that beach hosted each 
other and members from other beaches.
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Following the severe storm 
damage that the old concrete 
beach huts on this site sustained 
in 2014, a range of replacement 
options were considered. The 
scope of the project expanded to 
include making the most of the 
opportunity to improve the public 
areas around the huts, maximising 
the stunning views and providing 
better access, as well as delivering 
robust new beach huts fit for the 
exposed coastal position.

The scheme was granted 
planning permission in January 
2016 and work began to find a 
suitable contractor. New Forest 
company Raymond Brown 
Construction Ltd were appointed 
to build the scheme developed by 
consulting engineers Ramboll UK 
and Snug architects.

Taking shape
Since September, the concrete 
slab of the lower promenade (on 
which the old beach huts sat) has 
been removed along with the 
rear promenade wall, and a new 
concrete slab has been laid. 

The replacement huts are being 
built in four terraces and set back 
into the upper promenade which 
will be extended over the huts, 
reducing their exposure to the 
elements and enabling visitors to 

enjoy spectacular uninterrupted 
views of the Isle of Wight and 
Christchurch Bay. The lower 
promenade will be wider and the 
backs of the new huts will form the 
rear promenade wall.

The beach huts are being 
constructed in pre-cast concrete 
c-sections. The design team 
looked at a range of materials and 
concluded that reinforced concrete 
would give the new structures the 
best chance of withstanding the 
powerful waves which, at times, 
could be breaking against the 
huts themselves. The challenges 
presented by this unusually exposed 
site led the designers and engineers 
to borrow some construction 
techniques more commonly used 
on large scale civil engineering 
projects. The three-sided concrete 
structures being used here would 
more often be cast with four sides 
and be used to form enormous 
drainage culverts or channels.

Between the end of November 
and January the front panels, 
weighing over a tonne each, have 
arrived and being installed. These 
are being cast off-site in decorative 
concrete featuring six designs 
created especially for this location, 
including images of Hurst Spit, The 
Needles and an aerial view of the 
coast. 

Fresh outlook for  
Milford-on-Sea
The major improvement scheme for the front at 
Milford-on-Sea is well underway with the outline 
of the new beach huts now clearly visible. 

Decorative concrete panels
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Once in position and locked 
together, the c-sections form the 
base, rear walls and ceilings of  
the huts.

The first three (of 119) c-sections, 
weighing eight tonnes each, 
arrived on 19 October and were 
lifted off the lorry onto the lower 
prom by a 65 tonne crane. 

When the fronts have been fitted, 
the concrete slab forming the 
lower prom will be laid and tied 
into the front of the huts to give 
further protection from the sea. 

Internal floors and fittings will 
be completed and painted wooden 
doors installed.

At the same time as the beach 
huts are being constructed, the 
contractors are working to remove 
the old steps and build new wider 
steps between each terrace, as 
well as access ramps to the upper 
and lower proms. The upper 
promenade will be extended over 
the new huts, resurfaced and have 
a slim stainless steel balustrade 
fitted a short distance from the 
edge.

Colour choices were 
offered to owners for their 
individual beach hut door

Building in a challenging 
environment
The weather during the early 
stages of the build was mainly 
calm allowing the construction 
team to make rapid progress; 
however such an exposed site 
just metres from the sea does 
present challenges. Strong 
southerly or south-westerly 
winds could cause waves to 
break over the site itself, at 
which point work would have 
to stop. During the autumn 
our coastal team added 3,500 
tonnes of shingle to the beach to 
provide some extra protection.  

The build is expected to be 
complete by late Spring 2017, 
subject to disruption from 
severe weather. You can follow 
progress, including live webcams, 
at newforest.gov.uk/beachhuts

Beach Hut Dark Blue

Beach Hut 
Light Blue

Beach Hut 

YellowBeach Hut 

Pink
Beach Hut 

Green
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General 
housekeeping
A row of bright, colourful and well maintained 
beach huts really adds to the overall appearance 
and visual appeal of the beaches along our coast.

New Forest District Council carry out inspections 
at regular intervals to ensure beach huts are 
being maintained in good condition, not only for 
appearance sake but to ensure general standards 
of maintenance and safety are met. Huts that are 
neglected are more likely to succumb to further 
damage during periods of severe weather and 
fall into a state of disrepair. Please help us to help 
you by looking after your hut as, should we find 
huts below standard for safety and security as per 
the conditions in the licence agreement, we will  
contact you. 

Please ensure that your beach hut has the correct 
number displayed on it and remember to inform the 
coastal team of any changes in your contact details. 
This helps us to ensure that our records are up to 
date and that we can quickly contact you if there 
are any issues with your beach hut.

Selling and letting
The council does not have any direct involvement 
with the selling or advertising of beach huts, but at 
some point in the future you may decide to sell your 
beach hut, and pass on the enjoyment of beach 
hutting to someone else. Should that be the case, 
please take a moment to advise us of the change in 
ownership by completing and returning the Transfer 
Form that is included in your beach hut licence. 
Subletting of beach huts is not permitted under the 
licence agreements, and the council will be obliged 
to follow up any breaches in this regard. If you have 
a concern or issue that requires our attention please 
do not hesitate to contact us.

Coastal management team
Steve Cook Coastal Manager
Pete Ferguson Coastal Projects Engineer
Lauren Burt Graduate Coastal Engineer
Catherine Eastick GIS Analyst and support
Roy Plummer and Steve Wood 
Keyhaven River Wardens
Jenny Alder Coastal Administrator  
Please contact Jenny directly for any of the 
following:
• Licence transfers through the sale of beach huts
• Invoicing of licence fees
• General beach hut queries
• Administration of Keyhaven River moorings and 

the dinghy park
Tel: 023 8028 5588 or email: jenny.alder@nfdc.gov.uk

You can also contact the coastal team for any other 
queries at coastal.team@nfdc.gov.uk

Vandalism
Sadly for some beach hut owners a cloud 
was cast over their enjoyment last year, 
with a series of break-ins and vandalism 
occurring at Barton from late June to the 
end of the year. 

Several beach huts were targeted on at least 
seven separate occasions, but the motive still remains 
unclear as belongings were not always taken. 

The attacks were none the less distressing as they 
resulted in varying degrees of structural damage, and 
some huts were even targeted more than once. Our 
Building Works team responded quickly to assist with 
undertaking repairs where damage was excessive or 
where it had not been possible to contact owners. 

New Forest District Council worked closely with 
the police and the Beach Hut Owners’ Association, 
and continues to urge all beach hut owners to remain 
vigilant. Please do not leave alcohol or other valuables 
in huts, maintain the security of your huts and ensure 
locks are in good working order to deter would-be 
intruders

Hopefully we have seen the end of this spate 
of upsetting incidents and by continuing to work 
together we can look forward to the summer of 2017 
without any similar incidents

Happy hutters 
Facebook
Would you like to share 
your beach hut stories and 
seaside snaps? Then the Hordle 
Cliff Happy Hutters and Calshot Mad 
Hutters Facebook groups could be 
just what you’re looking for. 

Set up by Mike Race and 
Catherine Carr respectively, both 
these groups offer an informal 
opportunity to help beach hut 
owners link with each other, and 
the local community. Whether you’d like to make 
new friends or simply share some news or an event, 
the groups can also be really useful for raising any 
issues that may crop up. For example, Mike applauded 
the coastal team’s quick response in dealing with an 
issue which he raised with the council via Facebook, 
regarding some overgrown hedges causing difficulty 
for less able visitors trying to reach the beach.

Hordle Cliff Happy Hutters is an open group with 
over one hundred members, and would love to hear 
from other New Forest beach hut owners, as well as 
dog walkers, local residents and regular visitors to 
the area, as would the Calshot Mad Hutters group 
(although this is a closed group). 
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Plastic detectives

Researcher and anti-litter advocate, 
Peter Kohler, is working with 
Erik Van Sebille, a world leading 
expert on plastics and marine 
litter, at the Grantham Institute 
University College London on The 
Plastic Drive. The main focus is on 
detecting and measuring the rate 
of plastic accumulation in coastal 
environments. 

Whilst people are becoming 
more aware of the rising tide of 
plastic rubbish on our beaches, this 
litter is only visible temporarily 
as, within days, it is likely to be 
washed or blown out to sea. It is 
estimated that as much as 99% 
of total plastic rubbish is already 
in the ocean, on the seabed or in 
marine animals. 

Peter is part of a team who are 
in the first stages of developing the 
use of drone technology to detect 
the accumulation of plastic litter, 
contacted us to find out if he could 
conduct some research and run 
a trial along our coast, using the 
drone based automatic detection 
technology.

New Forest District Council 
were more than happy to assist 
Peter and his colleagues Dr Stefan 
Luetenegger from Dyson Robotics 
Lab at University College London, 
and Machine Learning Expert 
Dirk Gorissen, when they visited 
Milford on Sea in June last year 
with their DJI Phantom 4 drone, 
which features a 4k HD camera. 
The survey was conducted along a 
300m stretch of beach at the lower, 
middle and high tide areas. Using 
the drone with specially adapted 
software, the team were able to 
‘tag’ the resulting imagery with 
the litter items that were detected- 
an essential part of the process to 
‘train’ the software to recognise 
plastic debris automatically in 
future. 

Hundreds of small pieces of 
plastic litter between 3cm and 
8cm in length were detected, the 
majority of which was, as expected, 
located at the high tide mark. The 
imagery that was captured allowed 
the team to remove the rubbish at 
the end of the survey, a task which 
took three hours to complete! By 
categorising the litter it was found 
that over 80% of the small plastics 
litter ‘tagged’ in the trial consisted 
of pieces of fishing line and net, 
with the remaining 20% consisting 
of other items such as straws, 
bottle tops, plastic cutlery and 
similar rubbish. 

Drones have been increasing in popularity in the 
UK with hobbyists and photographers as they 
become more sophisticated and cheaper to buy. 
With some retailers even considering using them 
for home deliveries, the use of drones seems 
likely to grow. 

The researchers are now in 
the final stages of developing the 
prototype algorithm and plan 
a series of Plastic Drive beach 
cleans in the Spring on a much 
bigger scale, to enable them to 
collect further data and make the 
algorithm even more robust, also 
providing the opportunity for 
people to engage in the project by 
contributing some citizen science. 

The world’s coastlines aren’t 
sinks of plastic, but merely 
temporary reservoirs, which 
means that cleaning coastlines 
is the most cost-effective way to 
remove plastic from the ocean. It 
is hoped an additional benefit of 
the technology is that it could help 
councils and local communities 
have a better understanding of 
when and where plastic litter is 
most likely to occur, allowing them 
to target coastal ‘hotspots’ for anti-
litter initiatives and beach cleans 
more effectively.

facebook.com/ThePlasticDrive
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Haven for all 
New Forest District Council’s River 
Wardens, Roy Plummer and Steve 
Wood, provide the all-important 
link for many visitors to Keyhaven 
who each have different needs 
and requirements. Their invaluable 
knowledge of the local area and 
understanding of boat charters 
and river dynamics enables 
them to ensure the council’s 
regulations for running the river 
and environmental 
protection 
requirements are met 
and maintained.

As well as assisting 
walkers, birdwatchers, 
tourists, fishermen, 
and recreational users 
such as kite surfers and 
kayakers, the council 
provides 425 permanent 
working moorings for local 
yachters and sailors, plus visiting 

and recreational boats during the 
busy summer months. In addition 
to the other aspects of the River 
Wardens’ role, Roy or Steve are 
on hand seven days a week from 
April to September to manage the 
moorings, and will often patrol the 
river up to three or four times daily 
to allocate moorings to visitors, 
collect fees and respond to any 

issues. They also liaise with 
the council’s designated 
contractor to ensure 
annual inspections are 
carried out and that any 
maintenance or repairs 
are dealt with.     

In order to continue 
to conserve Keyhaven 
for local residents, 
businesses and visitors, 

it is important that proper 
and controlled management 
of the area continues and is in 

keeping with the uniqueness of 
the environment. You can help us 
and our dedicated river wardens 
to achieve the right balance by 
understanding the various issues 
unique to this beautiful location.

Keyhaven is a remarkable place due to its rich diversity of wildlife and 
landscape, as well as its many recreational attractions and commercial 
uses such as fishing, ferry services and boat building. The changing 
seasons and weather create a dynamic environment that attracts a 
wide variety of visitors throughout the year, most of whom are from 
the local area. But visitor numbers have been know to reach 4,000 per 
day in the peak of summer, the majority of which have come to walk 
Hurst Spit and visit the castle. Visitors

• Parking is very limited but 
Keyhaven is easily accessible on 
foot or by cycle from nearby 
Milford-on-Sea. Please respect 
local residents by not parking 
across drives, in designated 
resident spaces, or on yellow 
lines

• There is a public toilet block 
located in the main car park

• Please take your litter home or 
use the rubbish bins adjacent 
to the sea wall at the quay for 
all your non-hazardous litter

Sailors/Yachters
• Whilst a relatively small 

harbour, Keyhaven is host 
to fishing boats and a ferry 
service to Hurst Castle so 
please be aware of their 
movements 

• The speed limit is 4 knots
• A water and electricity 

supply is available in the 
quay, operated by credit card 
payment
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Haven for all Wildlife
The coastal village of Keyhaven 
and surrounding mudflats and 
salt marshes form part of the 
500 acre Lymington-Keyhaven 
Nature Reserve, a diverse 
coastal habitat which supports 
internationally important 
animals and plants. 

The reserve is open every 
day and while there is no 
direct access to the marshes 
themselves, several attractive 
circular walks and footpaths 
allow for the enjoyment of quiet 
recreation and stunning views 
of Hurst Castle and the Isle of 
Wight, whilst offering numerous 
opportunities to observe and 
enjoy the beautiful wildlife.    

The brackish lagoons 
inside the sea walls support 
populations of rare species such 
as foxtail stonewort, lagoon 
shrimp and starlet sea-anemone, 
and also attract a wide variety of 
wildfowl throughout the seasons 
including curlew, sandpiper and 
little stint. As well as numerous 
birds, the reserve is also home to 
mammals such as roe deer and 
hare, and the more common 
mice and voles which provide 
a tasty meal for hunting barn 
owls. 

Past and future
The economic mainstay of the 
Lymington and Keyhaven marshes 
throughout the medieval period 
was a thriving salt industry 
which continued well in to the 
18th century. The area contains 
some of the best archaeological 
relics of medieval salt workings 
in southern England. Thousands 
of tons of salt were produced 
from the area and exported as 
far afield as Newfoundland and 
America.  

The construction of sea walls 
on land reclaimed from the 
sea created a series of shallow 
lagoons or salterns where sea 
water would evaporate. Over 
time this continuous process has 
contributed in part to the current 
extent of the coastal marshes. 

Increasing erosion now poses 
a threat to the present day 
marshes, with up to 3m of erosion 
occurring at the marsh edge in 
recent years, some of which is 
believed to be due to the so-
far-unexplained die back of the 
Spartina anglica marsh grass. 

NFDC manages the natural 
coastal defences in the area 
and maintains and replenishes 
Hurst Spit (subject to funding 

availability) to ensure this natural 
barrier remains robust and 
protects the inland waters and 
communities of the area. 

Control of water levels, salinity 
and grazing are also crucial, with 
ponies and cattle from the New 
Forest grazing the reserve to 
help control scrub and invasive 
species such as rush. Many of 
the specialist plants and insects 
depend on wet ditches and ponds 
being of the right salinity. A 
system of sluices and tidal flaps 
are used to control flooding and 
water flow around the reserve.

Oyster catcher

Curlew
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The coastline is divided into six 
regional coastal cells which form 
a national network in England 
and includes the coastal cells 
for the Southeast Region which 
stretch from the Isle of Grain in 
Kent to Portland Bill in Dorset. 
This brings together thirty two 
local authorities, the Environment 
Agency and the Channel Coast 
Observatory (CCO) who contribute 
to the daily running of the 
programme. 

Managed by New Forest 
District Council and hosted by the 
National Oceanography Centre in 
Southampton, the CCO acts as the 
regional coordination centre where 
the collected data is managed and 
archived.

Because the soft sedimentary 
geology of the southeast coastline 
is vulnerable to erosion, and also 
includes extensive areas of low 
lying land which are exposed to an 
increased risk of flooding, the data 
generated by the project is essential 

to coastal managers responsible for 
providing sustainable long term sea 
defences.

There are a number of 
monitoring methods involved 
such as topographic beach surveys 
carried out by surveyors twice a 
year to measure beach contours 
and elevations. These results are 
combined with hydrodynamic 
data collected using wave buoys 
and tide gauges to describe the 
interaction of the coastline, waves 
and tides. Global Positioning 
Systems (GPS) aid the process and 
together these methods produce 
extremely accurate models of 
annual and seasonal changes, 
which inform us of how the beach 
profile is changing. The use of 
models can also help monitor the 
impact of issues such as climate 
change more effectively.

This ongoing use of highly 
detailed coastal monitoring 
data has resulted in a greater 
understanding of shoreline 

evolution. 
As a result 
coastal 
defence 
schemes now involve fewer 
hard engineering projects, but 
instead favour more sustainable 
solutions such as beach recharge 
and beach recycling, which work 
with the natural dynamics of the 
environment. 

The long term monitoring of 
the coastline has enabled NFDC to 
make considerable cost savings and 
allowed for greater confidence in 
understanding coastal processes. 
This has led to more efficient 
design of coastal works enabling 
the improved management of the 
coastal defences around the New 
Forest coastline. 

As well as being able to view 
reports and photographs, the 
public can also view real time wave, 
tide and weather information at 
the CCO website
channelcoast.org

Coast
busters

The Southeast Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme which 
began in August 2002, is an exciting programme which extends 
around the English coast. It aims to provide an effective method of 
monitoring the coastline to provide information that will assist in 
the development of coastal protection and flood defences.
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Unfamiliar finds

In the zone
Thanks to the superb weather last 
summer, the jet ski exclusion zone  
continued to provide a safe swimming 
area, whilst allowing jet ski enthusiasts 
to enjoy the water as well.

To help us ensure this amenity 
provides a safe zone for all users, it is 
important that any infringements are 
reported. If beach hut owners have any 

concerns they are advised to call the 
Coastguard or National Coast Watch 
Association.

The National Coast Watch 
Association Calshot Tower is staffed 
from 8.00am - 8.00pm during the 
summer and 8.00am - 5.00pm 
throughout the winter and they can be 
contacted on 023 8089 3562.

With Southampton the home port of some of the largest 
cruise ships in the world, and the Solent being one of 
the busiest shipping channels, it is not surprising that the 
council’s Streetscene operative Keith sometimes comes 
across more than the general litter. 

Keith is out come rain or shine litter picking the busy strips of the coast on a 
weekly basis from April to September. Starting early, he is often the first person to 
come across some of the more unusual items dumped, or washed ashore during 
high tides and windy weather. Last year Keith collected several black bags full of 
waxy white chunks, but when this giant piece of metal work weighing over 
two tonnes and more than four metres in length washed up, he had to get 
some extra help to move it. Special equipment had to be bought in to cut it 
into manageable pieces which were safely carried over the rocks and disposed 
of. Other items have included sheets of asbestos and large tubes of plastic 
piping.

Call the out of hours team on 023 8028 5250 or use our In Touch App to 
report any large or potentially hazardous items on the beach. Please do not 
tamper with or attempt to move items, but make a note of the location, and 
provide us with as many details as possible.

Palm oil

Asbestos 
sheeting

Plastic piping

Washed up 
metal frame

Instead a new shelter with minimal wind resistance 
was designed, reducing the potentially damaging force 
of strong winds on the structure. 

The new shelter is deliberately left unpainted 
allowing the wood to season itself over time. Both 
these features will also help to save money on 
maintenance. 

We also undertook some roofing repairs to the 
larger shelter at the same time, and work on both 
shelters was completed in October. 

Storm Katie reached the New Forest coastline in March 
2016 with over 100mph winds leaving their mark, 
including bringing down the shelter on Barton 
clifftop. We were promptly on site to make the 
area safe but found the extent of the damage 
made the hut un-salvageable. 

New shelter at Barton
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One of the requirements of the licence was to ensure 
the World War II maritime defence scaffolding was 
archaeologically recorded to preserve its existence for 
historical records. 

The extensive investigation and scanning process 
involved capturing a high resolution image of 
the metalwork, enabling the team to record the 
scaffolding with a high degree of accuracy and 
produce a 3D image of the structure. From researching 
old newspaper articles it is believed that the original 
structure may have stretched all the way from Hurst, 
through Milford and Hordle Cliff to Barton.

A tendering process is now underway to find a 
contractor who can conduct the complete removal 
of the metalworks when the right conditions prevail. 
It is expected the work will take place over the next 
two years and will be completed in stages, as cost 
effectively and efficiently as possible.

Metal mapping

Last summer, many plants 
and animals benefited from 
the warm weather and it 
was a blooming marvellous 
year for phytoplankton.

These microscopic creatures inhabit 
the upper sunlit layers of fresh water 
and oceans and thrive when sunlight 
and nutrients are readily available. 
When conditions are right they can 
grow and reproduce to a point where 
they are so dense the ‘blooms’ can 
even be seen from space. 

Whilst too small to be seen with 
the naked eye, large numbers can 
appear as coloured patches in the 
water. This is because of chlorophyll in 
their cells, but also different pigments 
in the phytoplankton can cause the 
blooms to be coloured green, red 

or brown. A number of 
people called to report 
the blooms to the council, 
mistaking them for a 
possible pollution incident

Whilst some people 
may be put off taking a 
dip when the blooms are 
present, phytoplankton 
are essential in the ocean 
ecosystem. There are 
approx. 5,000 species 
of phytoplankton, and 
together they help remove 
carbon dioxide from 
the air, and release 50-80% of the 
world’s oxygen. Phytoplankton is also 
the foundation of the aquatic food 
web, and are used in many forms of 
aquaculture, for instance feeding of 
farmed molluscs, oysters and clams.

Whilst warm conditions are 
generally favourable, recent studies 
report phytoplankton is decreasing 
in the world’s oceans in response to 
overall global and ocean warming and 
predict phytoplankton will continue to 
decline over the next century.

Blooming marvellous

Following the issue of a marine 
licence, the surveying of the exposed 
metal works at Hordle cliff has been 
completed by New Forest National Park 
archaeologists and New Forest District 
Council surveyors, using a Leica laser 
scanner. 


